
 
 

NEWSLETTER JULY 2016 

THERE IS NO GENERAL MEETING FOR JULY, 2016 

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY:  We all have our own way of celebrating the 4th of July.  To some it brings thoughts of 

summer picnics, to others just a day away from the hustle and grind of a day at work.  These are well and good, but 

there is an old 18th century parchment paper that has the writings that cost our founding fathers everything they held 

dear.  Liberty’s reasoning is the life blood of our country, or at least it should be.  Too many people have either forgotten 

or don’t care to know the real cost of our liberty, our freedoms, and our lives free from the tyranny that once was a new 

colony in the Americas.  Now we are too busy to stop and read the Declaration of Independence at 

www.ushistory.org/Declaration/document/.  Many of our children are not taught the true meaning of this document.  

This year, take the time to read as a family or at a gathering.  Reflect on the deep meanings and the carefully worded 

sentences.  Then take the time to remember those who have paid the price for our freedoms and think about what you 

can do to keep those freedoms from being dissolved by those who say they want to serve us.  God Bless America and 

America Bless God! 

SAVE THE PESHASTIN MILL WATERFRONT:  The WSA has been at the front of a coalition of people and organizations 

who are trying to save 14 acres of waterfront along the upper Wenatchee River.  This ¾ of a mile of river front was 

originally in the hands of the Port of Chelan.  Several entities tried to do something with the land only to be faced with 

the red tape of land owned by local Government.   Then, along comes a group of people who want to do something to 

save this piece of waterfront and make sure it stays in the publics’ ownership forever.  Thus was born a coalition from 

several walks of life.  There are orchardists, local businesses, conservation organizations, and individuals with a desire to 

see a piece of the planet remain intact for the next generations.  The original contract to raise the funds to purchase the 

waterfront was set to expire on July 1, 2016.  Bill and Jenny Geobel purchased the contract from the Port of Chelan 

County and have extended the deadline until the end of August.  There is about $35,000.00 left to be raised between 

now and the end of August.  Your donation can make a difference.  Please go to www.savepeshastinmillwaterfront.org 

to contribute and learn more.  The WSA contact for Save the Peshastin Mill Waterfront is Dan Dickerson. 

 GAME FEED 2017:  Even though the last Game Feed was just a few months ago, we are now preparing for the 2017 

Game Feed.  Our venue for the 2017 Game Feed will be at the Red Lion Inn in Wenatchee.  This is a bit smaller venue 

than we have had in the past, but will be much nicer in the accommodations.   Anyone interested in staying the night 

after the events of the evening will need to contact one of the chairmen.  We are looking forward to some updates and 

changes to the games and raffles for the evening.  There are many people needed to conduct a Game Feed.  We need 

you to help us.  If you are interested, please contact Matt Gutzwiler (509-663-1526) or Gene Robards (509-662-6277). 

MEAT COLLECTION:  The rules for deer and elk that are hit on the highways have changed as of July 1st.   You are now 

allowed to retain deer and elk hit on the highway.  You are not, however allowed to deliberately hit them. 
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WDFW:  The Department of Fish and Wildlife wants to remind would- be rescuers to leave wildlife alone.  As you spend 
time outdoors this season, do not bother any wildlife you may encounter.  People find young animals alone and think 
they have been abandoned, when in fact the parents are probably watching from close by.  The parents are usually 
foraging for food.  Animals that are displaced by humans usually do not survive.  Also, holding wildlife in captivity is a 
misdemeanor in Washington State.  People that want to help should give wildlife a wide berth and not interfere with 
wildlife.  For more information, contact the WDFW at www.wdfw.wa.gov, or call your local WDFW office.  June 11-12 is 
a “Free Fishing Weekend” no license is required for anyone to fish, see the website for more information.   August 1st is 
the opener of the bear hunting season in most of Washington State.  Salmon season is open on the Columbia River.  Be 
sure and check the new regulations for the hunting or fishing you want to do at, www.wdfw.wa.gov.  The printed version 
of the hunting and fishing regulations are at several sporting goods in the area.  Get your copy today and read up on the 
latest regulations and changes.  Planning ahead can save you fines and frustration once you are in the field.   

STATE PARKS:  Many of us enjoy activities on the water.  If you plan to operate a motor vessel on the waters of 
Washington State, you will need a Boaters Card.  This is like a Washington Drivers License in that you need one to 
operate a motorized vessel; however, you have to purchase the boaters card once after successfully completing the 
course.  There are three ways to get this done; 1. Home-study course where you complete a correspondence course, 
and follow the directions on the enclosed test.  2. Online course where you learn what you need to be a safe boater, and 
take the test online.  3. In a classroom where you will receive instructions from a qualified instructor and take the test 
there.  All of these are done through the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission.  Contact them at 360-902-
8555 or www.parks.wa.gov/boating.   Other courses are offered through Kalkomey, at www.kalkomey.com, however, 
they will charge additional fees for their classes and testing and then you will still have to pay the State Parks to get your 
card.  This is a State Law and is a requirement for anyone born after January 1, 1955.  Fines for not having a boater’s 
card are $87.00.  That can ruin a day of fishing.  Also remember to have your boat registration and the proper personal 
floatation devices. 

USFS:  We are very fortunate to have access to some of the best public lands available in the Northwest.  As you go out 
to enjoy these areas; plan ahead to the best use of your time.  Always let someone know where you are going and when 
you will be back.  Make reservations well in advance when possible to avoid the frustration of not getting a site.  Take 
the gear you may need should the weather turn bad.  It is better to have what you need, and not need it, than to not 
have it and need it.  Always check for requirements before lighting a fire.  Many areas will change the use of open fires in 
short notice.  If you take items into the forest, be sure they come back out with you.  Removing trash from the woods, 
benefits us all.   Always leave a camp better than you found it. 

WEBSITE:   The WSA website has been up for almost one year and we are always trying to make it better for you.  The 
“Contact us” link will allow comments or questions to be answered.  You can also contact the WSA Secretary at 
mt.mandan959@gmail.com.    
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FACEBOOK:  Our Facebook page has been up for almost a year as well.  We have reached a large number of people with 
this media outlet.  Check it out today and see the postings and updates for the activities and happenings in our region. 

YOUTH CONSERVATION CAMP:  The 2016 Washington State Junior Sportsmen’s Conservation Camp application period 
is now open.  Applications are for girls camp July 17-23, and boy’s camp is July 24-30.  All campers must be 12 years old 
by July 18, 2016 and must not have reached their 17th birthday before the beginning of camp.  The camp is located on 
Orcas Island.  Anyone with youth interested in attending the camp can contact Gordy Goodwin at sgtwood1s@aol.com 
or the camp website at http://www.washingtonconservationcamp.org.      

 

Respectfully submitted, Dan Dickerson 
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